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The Effectiveness of Empathy Skills Training on Improving
Students' Ethical Judgment

Abstract
The purpose of this study was to investigate the effectiveness of empathy skills training on
improving moral judgment in boys' elementary school students. Method: The present study is a
semi-experimental study with pretest-posttest method with control group. The statistical
population consisted of all boys of elementary school students in Shahin Shahr city of Isfahan
province, in the academic year of 96-97. 30 subjects were selected in an accessible method and
randomly divided into two experimental and control groups. To measure the variables in this
research, a moral judgment questionnaire made by Miravarma & Dorganda-sinha (1998) has been
used. The empathic skill was taught to the experimental group for 2 sessions; then the data were
investigated using multivariate analysis of covariance using the SPSS -22 software. Findings
showed that empathy skill training affects the improvement of moral judgment (recognition,
completion of incomplete sentences, moral comparison, best answer, moral reasoning and moral
definition) in boys' elementary school students (P <0/05). In explaining this hypothesis, it can be
said that the moral judgment index has the ability to upgrade, and through training it can be taken
to improve it.
Key words: empathy, moral judgment, boys' elementary school students.
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